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Greetings,

We just celebrated the
greatest Feast of our
Christian Tradition, Easter,
Alleluialfl Jesus prevailed
over the darkness of sin
and death and brought
forth the power of God by
the resurrection. The
empty tomb gives us hope
that Christ is not dead but
is alive. How is Christ
alive? He is alive by our
faithfulness and good
work. | hope your Easter
was a sign of the risen
Lord by embracing a new
life in the ways of Christ.
Even though our Lenten

3 journey was a challengs, it

created a new heart in us.
As a result, the resurrec-
tion is born in our lives and
we become those wit-
nesses to the world.
During the Easter Season,
we hear of some powerful
readings from the Acts of
the Apostles. They were
waiting on Jesus’ return,
but the Lord never re-

turned. We are still waiting.

They were led by the Spirit
to spread the message of
Jesus from town to town.
The early church was pro-
pelled to keep the memory
of Jesus alive. Could you
imagine the fire they had
for Jesus? Similarly, we
have a task to do in our
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own parishes. We have to
become those witnesses
who share the Christ mes-
sage with our children,
grandchildren, neighbors,
coworkers, and others to
build the kingdom of God.
Our ancestors took
chances and relied on the
Spirit for direction. We are
in the same situation. We
have to become those wit-
nesses again and educate
our people about Jesus
and the importance of re-
ligion.

Last month our youth
celebrated First Commun-
fon in our parishes. We
pass the faith on to them.
After recelving a sacra-
ment, the faith can't re-
main idle until it is time for
the next sacrament. The
faith still needs to be fos-
tered and nourished. It is
our responsibility to pass
it on with attitude. We are
those witnesses of the
resurrection when we
share the faith with any-
one. Similarly, our seniors
will be graduating this
month and making plans
to attend college. They
will decide on their own if
they will attend weekly
Mass or be involved with
campus ministry while at
college. Has our exam-
ples of faith made a differ-

the Pastor

ence in their lives? | hope
s0. We have no control
over their lives, but we can
be a good influence to
them. Let us always strive
to be good witnesses by
word and deed.

In closing, | thank all of you
for the great Easter Cele-
bration. It was awesome. |
also wish all the Mothers a
great Mother’s Day. | hope
you get a day off; you de-
serve it, Also to the gradu-
ates of our churches who
will be graduating from
middle and high school
and college, congratula-
tions on your achieve-
ments and blessings on
your next endeavor.,

God Bless You,

Fr. John
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Faith Formation

order to receive a t-shirt, cd, and themed items

Last.month we ended our Faith For- nightly. We are ordering with other parishes in
mation school year with a pizza party the area to receive a discount on products by
with all the trimmings, T want to thank buying in bulk. Please mark this deadline on
the students for making the year a suc- your calendar JULY 1, 2009, We want to make
cess. We also said goodbye to a very sure that each child has the opportunity to re-
special friend. Bill Cherolis has been a ceive the VBS goodies. I would hate to disap
catechist for the past 6 years here at point anyone,

$t. Nicholas. Bill and his wife Susan

have moved away from the area but Upcoming Dates to Remember:

plan on returning in a few years, If

you are not familiar with Bill he is First Communion Meeting (Parént & Student attend)

better known around the church as St. May 6, 2009—7:00 pm at St. Joseph Parish Center. If you have a
Nicholas. We will greatly miss Bill &  child that will be making his or her First Communion in the spring of
Susan and look forward to their return. 2010 please attend this meeting, If you cannot attend this meeting
The students showered him with a please call Kelly 937-2385 by May 3.

cake, ice cream and a beautiful St.

Nicholas statue. Thank you to every-
one who helped make Faith Formation

a priority in their lives!

Confirmation Meeting (Parent & Student attend)
June 10, 2009—7:00 pm at St Nicholas Lower

YBS JULY 19-23, 2009 . Level. If you have a child that will be making his or
In this newsletter you will find registra- her Confirmation in 2010 please attend this meeting,
tion forms for VBS. Please fill these out _ If you cannot attend this meeting please call Kelly
as soon as possible. All registration tenfionitiiic 9372385 by June 7.
i forms must be returned by July 1, in
- All Faith Formation Commission Members — meeting May 3,
e 2009—9:00 am in the church library before mass. Plan on attending!

LOOK WHO'S COMINGIL........JUSTIN LOOKADOO

The Youth Stewardship Committee has a dream. Their dream was to invite Justin Lookadoo back to the area for an evening of Christian
faith sharing. Well, this dream is becoming a reality, but we need your help to make it successful, We currently have Justin booked for
Saturday, August 22™ and the Lincoin Amphitheatre has been reserved for this occasion. We will invite area Christian bands to entertain
before the program, during intermission and ending with more music. The amphitheatre holds 1500 people, we want it fulll There will be
no admission charge, so we will need to work hard throughout the Summer to help offset some of these costs. This will be sponsored
solely by St. Nicholas Church.

There will be much arganizing to do for such a large event, so the planning must begin today. There will be an organizational meeting
Wednesday, May 20th at 6:30 in the lower level, We have a few people that have already stepped forward to help, we need more, how-
ever. Please contact Terry and Lori Tischendorf at 937-7010 or e-mail Wish@pscl.net or Sonya Webb at 480-2296, or e-mail slynn-

For those of you not familiar with Justin Lookadoo, here's a bit of information, Conducting over 3500 presentations, he has reached more
than half a million students, and appeared on many radio and TV shows. He was in Santa Claus four years ago at Heritage Hills and the
Santa Claus Methodist Church, with rave revues. Justin's interest In kids began in college being a pre-med student studying the effects of
drugs and alcohol on the brain. Then, working as a Juvenile Probation Officer Crime Prevention Speclalist in East Texas for six years and
decreasing the referral rate to Juvenile Probation by 61% over projections, Justin left the justice system to speak in public schools and
leadership conferences such as MADD, DARE, and FFA. Currently speaking across the country helping youth take on the issues they
face every day. Justin gives students practical steps to LIVE WITH NO REGRETS by choosing to avoid high risk behaviors.

This high energy program will be geared toward our teens. Some material being based upon his best-selling book “Dateable: Are You?
Are They?” This program is about character, communications, confidence and relationships, This program is not about gefling dates, it is
: aBout living your life and staying away from destructive decisions so you can succeed in life. Discussing Commitment vs. Experience.
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Worship Commission

Thanks to everyone who made the Season of Lent and
Holy Week special. We are appreciative to all who
shared their many gifts and talents. If takes all of us to
make things happen. What a great God we serve!
Congratulations to Pam Schatz who was welcomed
into our faith community on Holy Saturday. You are
truly an inspiration. Our prayers are with you and
Sam as you continue to grow in your faith.

Thirteen children made their First Communion on
April 26", They are Hannah Corley, Carter Cox,
Emily Frakes, Emma Goodrich, Claire Heckel, Trae
Hirt, Mitch Hopf, Bryce Peter, Carly Sabelhaus, Karlie
Tischendorf, Ralynn Vaal, Alison Wade, and Hunter
Wetzel, May they grow in the love for Jesus through
the Bucharist. Ten students from St Joseph in Dale
joined our First Communicants for this celebration.

&

Mother’s Day Roses

The First Friday of this month is May 1%, It will
be a day of adoration beginning after the 7:30am
Mass and closing at 5:00pm. Plan to spend some
time before the Blessed Sacrament. If you like,
there is a sign up sheet in the back of church. You
may also list any prayer intentions that you

have. These intentions will be prayed for during
adoration time,

May 17" is the Mass for the graduates. You will
be receiving personal invitations in the

mail. Please respond!

We welcome Pam Pelzel and Charlene Hess as
new members to the Worship Commission.

Mother's Day Roses will be sold after all of the Masses on Mother's Day weekend. This sale is one of three major
&, fund ralsing events sponsored by Spencer County Right To Life. Roses will be sold at all of the local Catholic
s Church's in Spencer Co. The other two major fundraisers are the Elephant Ear sale at the Dale Fall Festival and

the Turtle Soup sale in October, Spencer Co. RTL is a small

grass roots organization that belisves that life begins é

, at conception and must be respected until the day one dies. The monies raised by Spencer Co. RTL help support
> several local organizations e.g. Teens for Life, and Matrix in Dubols Co., St. Ellzabeth Catholic Charities in New
Albany, In., Birthright and Life Choices in Evansville. We ars very proud of our efforts and last year managed to

distribute over $7,000.00 to these worthy charities.

~ We recelved a letter from St, Elizabeth Catholic Charities with the following message. "Last year alone we helped
240 mothers and children with basic needs of diapers, formula and clothing through our community outreach pro-  §

) gram. Itis only through your generous assistance that we are able to assist the new moms and their infants, along EE
with the young moms-to-be who tum to us for help.” Phyllis Meyer from Birthright in Evansville wrote, “You are our
angels. | counseled a young couple this morning looking for a place to have an abortion but we were open and

2. here to show them alternatives. Without the support of our donors and supporters we couldn't epen our doors,”

Why do we do what we do? We believe that life is a very precious gift from our first day of life in the womb until the

4 day that Our Lord calis us to be with him. We believe it is the right of every pregnant woman to give birth and the  §

) right of every child to be born. We invite you to join our organization at any time. If you would like to get involved,
please call Barbara Birchler our RTL local president in the South Spencer area at {428-3055), Sandy Troth, Treas-

urer {937-4769} or Jackie Berg (937-9959). We'd love to have you join our efforts. .
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On Vacation

Fr. John will be on vacation from Monday, May 11"
unti! Tuesday May 26". Sorry to the seniors, | will
miss your graduation but many btessings. During my
absence, Father Ralph Schipp will celebrate the
weekend Masses. He will also celebrate 4 Mass on
Memorial Day at Mary, Help of Christians at 7:30am.
In case of an emergency, please call the parish of-
fices.

T'HESE MEN CALLED KNIGHTS

Welcome fo the Knights of Columbus, the largest Catholic men's ser-
fice organization in the world. The principies of the Order are Charity,
Jnity, Fraternity and Patriotism. Through our charity, service and exam-
Jle of our lives, we exist to suppoert our church, our parish, our families
and our communities. The Knights of Columbus provide an opportunity
‘or men to serve with fellow Catholic men. Combined we can make a
sizeable impact on our parishes, our church and our families. We exist
solely to serve our church and our families. In the past few years, since
‘he Holy Trinity Council was estabiished to serve St. Joseph, St. Nicho-
as and Mary, Help of Christians Parishes, our Council has been very
active. We have provided manpower for work efforts at St Joe and St.

Nick's and the parish rectory, scholarships for graduates from the three

»arish families, provided Bibles for Confirmation classes, rosaries for
nen's and ladies' CHRP and many other parish programs and projects.
Some have been quiet, some have had the Council name boldly at-
:ached., We ask all men from the three parishes to consider jeining our
‘eltow Catholic men in the Knights of Columbus. We meet on the sec-
snd Tuesday of the month and we have met in the St. Joseph Parish
Senter, the Mary, Help of Chiistians Parish Center and the St. Nick's
ower level, Our next function is a Breakfast on Sunday, April 5thin the
Vary, Help of Christians Parish Center COME JOIN US Please call
Jeff Gehthausen, Grand Knight (362-7818), Brian Gehilhausen, Deputy
Srand Knight (544-3118} or Lee Ringeman, Financlal Secretary {544-

3M117)
KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

1N SERVICE 1O ONE. !N SERVICE TD ALL

Aeew

EMAIL ADDRESSES-— The church
would like to have your email ad-
dress on file, just send it to:
stnick@pscl.net Thank you for your
cooperation.

Parish Pastoral Council .
The Parish Pastoral Council approved the new bylaws for the
Parish Pastoral Councll Constitution. The new conshitution will
consist of sixteen members, ten at large members and six
cormmission representatives. All council members will only
serve a three year term unless nominated or selected to con-
tinue for another three year term. It will be a rotating council.
Every year in August the parish will nominate at large mem-
bers for the three or four positions. Two commissions will also
select new representatives each year, All new members will go
through an orientation before they serve on the council.

St. Nick’s Delights

preordered one. Happy Cooking!

“St. Nick's Delights” cookbooks are now on sale. They
are $10 each and all proceeds will go to a family or fami-
lies for Christmas 2009. Please contact Jamie Tapley at
937-2654 if you are interested in purchasing one, or if you




Catholic Parishes Campaign
The Catholic Parishes Campaign will begln In our parishes the weekend of May 2™ and 3", We will try to coordinate this cam-
palgn at our weekend Masses. Our assesement for St. Nicholas parish is $45,137.00. This assesement is our responsibility to
support a larger church. We have used several resources from the diocese this year to make St. Nicholas a vibrant parish. | will
give a few facts about what our diocese does for our parish and the diocesan community. :
First, our seminarians’ education Is funded through the CPC. We have thirteen seminarians studying for the priesthood, and It
cost an average of $23,000 a year for each seminarian, Second, the Deacon program Is also funded by the CPC. We have

cated staff and ma on parish responsibilities and leadership issues. We also relled on diocesan resources for our computer
software and files. We received resources throughout the year to assist us in operating the parish.

I know the economic situation has weakened our financial resources; but | only ask that you give your best effort. God will be
satisfied if you give your best. Let us continue to pray for an improvement in our economy while we support each other through
these froubled times,

*ENDOWMENT INFORMATION*

We want to update you on the endowments that we have with The Catholic Foundation of Southwestern Indiana. We
currently have a St. Nicholas Church endowment, Tom Sermershelm Youth Ministry endowment, St. Nicholas Perpet-
ual Care Cemetery endowment and Sister Terrance & Elaine Knapp endowment. We have taken distributions on three
of these endowments. The St. Nicholas endowment distribution of $877.57 wilf help fund a new sign. The Tom
Sermersheim Youth Ministry endowment of $248.29 will help fund a guest speaker for our youth. The Perpetual Care
Cemetery endowment distribution of $809.02 will be used for the upkeep of the St. Nicholas Cemetery. The Sister
Terrance & Elaine Knapp endowment amount of $232.26 was reinvested. There is a fith endowment that is connected
to the Sister Terrance & Sister Elaine endowment that is designed to perpstuate the annual schalarship of $ 1,000,00
to a graduating senior of St. Nicholas. Over the past year the endowments have taken a loss because of the financlal
situation our country Is In. We believe that in time these endowments will prosper once again.

Employment Opportunity

St. Joseph Parish, Dale, IN and St. Nicholas Parish, Santa Claus, IN is seeking a full-time, professionally
qualified Director of Religious Education to serve both parishes,

St. Joseph is a parish with 294 families with a significant Hispanic population. St. Nicholas Parish has 242
families.

The successful applicant will demonstrate strong leadership, organization, written and oral communication,
and people skills. Primary responsibilities include working with volunteer coordinators in both parishes, form-
Ing and teaching catechists, implementing a strong, solid, developmental religion curriculum from pre-school
to grade 12, coordinate the RCIA, and provide adult formation opportunities.

In addition, the applicant must exhibit joy and enthusiasm for the ministry of religious education.
The effective applicant will possess a Master's Degree in theology, religious education, other church-related
area. Ability to speak Spanish or willingness to learn Spanish is required -

Deadline for applications is June 1, 2009. Position begins July 1, 2009. Orientation is provided.
Send resume and request an application to:
Geraldine Hedinger, OSB
Office for Adult Formation
Diocese of Evansville
PO Box 4169
Evansville, IN 47724-0169




Parish Outreach

North Spencer Community Action Center

The April collection netted four bags of food and paper products. Cash was not collected since the second collections during Lent are
going to a number of charitable organizations. As of this wiiling the total of those collections and thelr allocations has not been final-
ized, That info will be in the Bulletin when it's avallable. In the meantime, please be generous with your food and cash donations on
the first Sunday of the month. For May the Center is asking especlally for canned soups. :

SWIRCA Senior Lunches

The SWRCA Senior daily lunch program has been discontinued due to lack of participants.
Health Ministry

Blood pressures are now being checked by Health Ministry volunteers in the Parish Library, before and after the 10:00 Mass on the
SECOND SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH.

HEALTH INFORMATION RESOURCE: st Nicholas Health Ministry is offering to be a resource for health information to

St. Nicholas parishioners. Health-retfated literature from the American Medical Assoctation relating to prevention, explanation of diag-
nosis, testing and treatment of various disease pracesses, community services and community support groups available will be pro-
vided in a confidentional manner. Enclose your questionsfrequests along with your name and address in a sealed envelope ad-
dressed to Health Ministry by way of the parish office. You will receive your information/response by mail. Questions and responses
will be kept confidential,

Health related presentations available to the community are posted on the bulletin board at the side entrance of the church. Be sure to
check for topics that may be of interest to you. Feel free to contact Karen Claise { 544-3840) or Mary Sue Johnson (544-2554) with
any questions or suggestions regarding how Health Ministry can further meet our parish needs.

Habitat for Humanity

The Habitat Board is in process of selecting a recipient for the next home to be built. As soon

as that is done a start build schedule will be announced.

r ~
Stewardship Notable

We would like to Joanie Is involved in many areas of our Parish and
: - Always there to assist where needed,
recognize. She is a lector, Eucharistic Minister, assists
In the parish office, helps with many

JOANIE CASSELL fundraising activities and very true
in her faith.
as our stewardship Thanks, Joaniel
notable

May God Bless You

=
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Mothers
(From Mommy to Mowa to Mother)

real Mothers don't eat quiche;
Theg don't know how to wake it

Real Mothers kinow that thelr kitehen ubineels
Are probably in the sandbox

real Mothers oftew have sticky floors,
Filthy ovens and happy kids.

Reat Mothers know that dried play dough
boten't come out of carpets.

Real Mothiers don't want to kinow what
The vacuum just sucked tp.

Real Methers sometimes ask Wwhyy me?
And get theve answer when a little
Volce says, 'Because t love Hjou best.’

Real Mothers Rnow that a ehitd’s growth
s not measured by height or Lears or grade
It is waried by the progression of Moy to Mow to Mother

The wmages of Mother

4 Years of age-mMy mommy can do anyjthing!
€ Years of age-My Mo knows a Lot A whole Lot
12 Years of age-My Mother doesint really kinow everything,
14 Years of age-Maturally, Mother doesw’t know that either.
16 Years of age-Mother? She's hopelessly old-fashioned.
12 Years of age-That old woman? She's way out of date!

25 Years of age-wWell, she might know a Little bit abouct it!
357Years of nge-Before we decide Lets get Monm’s oplnion.
+57Years of age-Wonder what Mow would have thought about it?
&5 Years of age-wish { could tatk it over with Mow.,

The beauty of a wornan is not in the clothes she wears, the fioure
She carvies, or the way] she combs her hair.

The beauty must be seem through her eyjes,
Beeause thet is the doorway to her heart,
The place where Love restdes.,
The beauty of a woman. is ot a facial maole,
But true beauty tn g woman s reflected in her soud,
It is the caring that she lovingly gives, the passion that she
Shows, and the beauty of 8 woncan with passing years only grows!

Happg Mother's Do Yy!

G




05/01

05/02

05/04

05/06

osfor
5/09

10

J5M1
0512

05113
05116
0517

05119
05/20

MayBirthdays,

Casey Brahm
Caty Brahm

Mary Lou Wheatley
Michelle Frye
Tanner Greulich
Trudy Hagedom
Stephanie King
Laurie Wilhite
Kyle Kaufman
Lauretta Prechtel
Bruce Rosbottom
Aldan Ayer
Kaden Frakes
Emma Goodrich
Kyle Kramer
Claire Lange

Cj Nance

Gina Schum
Garett Forler-..
Paula Gentry -+ -

= 77 Alicia Miller

Diane Friedman
Beth Hirt

Karlie Tischendorf
Glenn Friedman
John Susnjara
Mary Cooley
Connie Fella
Mary Sue Johnson
Lavonne Miller
Jake Prior

Abigail Fischer
Marie Gardner

a5/22

05/23
05/24

05/25
05/26
05/27

osres

05/29~
05/30

05/31

Nolan Brinkman
Aaron Tapley
Kate Kress

Liz Gehihausen
Brenda Kuper
Kimberly Phelps
Ali Wylam

Kevin Kiosowski
Kyle Wahl
Roger Hayes
Jacob Ramsey
Henry Webb
Chris King

Lisa Diamond
Lydia Gentry

Erika Tischendorf -
. Clara'Ladghlin ™

MayAnniversaries

05/01/1955 Lee and Nancy Ringeman
05/02/1993 Brian and Kelly Greulich
05/02/1999 Eric and Lisa Day
05/04/1958 James and Gerry Hauser
05/06/1962 Dan and Sue Grundhoefer
05/07/1978 Richard and Betty Rosbottom
05/07/1989 Mike and Paula Gentry
05/09/1982 Michael and Kathy Kamp
05/12/2007 Gary and Cathy Grundhoefer
05/14/1995 Michael and Kathleen Crews
05/14/1995 John and Lisa Wetzel
05/15/2000 Aaron and Deanna Hill
05/18/2003 Kyle and Cyndi Kramer
05/21/1978 Riley and Mary Jeanne Schumacher
05/21/1995 Kevin and Diane Klosowski
05/23/1982 Jeff and Kim Christensen
05/23/1998 Jason and April Susnjara
05/24/1959 Sidney and Marie Gardner
05/24/1970 David and Marsha Grundhoefer
05/24/1998 Brian and Tina Gehlhausen
05/24/1981 Gary and Brenda Kuper



