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Greetings, 
 
 
This week we experienced a tragic accident in our com-
munity with the death of Danielle Reinke. Even though 
she was not a member of our three parishes, Danielle 
had many ties with our young people. Her family is in-
volved in the community, as well. Danielle’s death is diffi-
cult to understand and explain. We question the reason 
why God would allow someone so young to die. We can 
search and search for answers, but we have no clue. 
God doesn’t directly will evil; otherwise, God wouldn’t be 
a loving God. God’s ways are not always our ways, and 
God has a much bigger plan than our minds could ever 
perceive. Certainly, God does care about us, so don’t 
hesitate to start a conversation about your pain and sor-
row. God wants to hear from you. Deacon Jim and I will 
listen if you would like to talk. Please don’t hesitate to 
receive assistance during this difficult time.  
 
During this Third week of Lent we hear Jesus tell the par-
able about the fig tree. For three years the owner of the 
fig tree would continuously search for figs, but for three 
years it continued to not produce any fruit. The owner told 
the gardener to cut it down, but the gardener persuaded 
him to let it stand for one more year and to cultivate and 
fertilize the fig tree. The gardener gave it another chance. 
In our day, would we keep the fruit tree another year if it 
didn’t produce? Most of us would probably cut it down. 
God had other plans. We have a God that always gives 
us another chance. God wants us to bear fruit, but do we 
always? We must trim those branches that don’t bear 
fruit. God always welcomes us back if we make the effort. 
The church offers us a Sacramental life in order for us to 
bear fruit. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is an excel-
lent opportunity for us to trim those bare branches and 
cultivate those weeds that hinder our relationship with 
God. The Sacrament also supplies the fertilizer in which 
we call grace to strengthen our souls to stay on target 
with God and then we can bear the fruit. I invite you to 
take advantage of the Sacrament during the scheduled 
times, or by appointment. Then, you will receive another 
chance and experience the loving concern of God. Make 
Lent an opportunity for growth and grace. Don’t worry 
there are not long lines.  
 
Blessings on Your Lenten Journey, 
 
Fr. John 
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Trent Zimmerman— Billie Adler—Dave Schenk—Shawna 
Farina—Shirley Neukam—Janice Verkamp—McKenna 
Crew—Courtney Blackgrove—Craig Anderson Sr.—Larry 
Jones—Marie Oeding— Mike Gentry—Mary Louise 
Hassfurther—Chris Shreve— Deb Greulich—LeRoy 
Lichtey—Walter Beumel—Gabriel Martin—James 
Harpenau—Dallas Bland—Oscar Schelstraete—Lisa 
Schaefer—Bernie Stallman—Karla Hohler—Jack Long—
Mary Lou Hayes—Kailynn VanCamp—Al Carlson—Dean 
Daunhauer—Joe Jochim—Judy Hauser—Velma Grund-
hoefer—Kevin Kohm—Billy Williams—Bev Mendel—
Cathie Oser—Tony Kern—Braden Pund—Pat Buening—
Carolyn Meyer—Zeno Gogel—Angie Meyer—Jay Wise-
man— Vigil Frith—Dan Pick—Curtis Conley—Ken Hoff-
man—Richard Woerner—Kelly Hildenbrand—Rosalinda 
Cassidy—Craig Anderson Jr.—Oscar Mehling—Andrew 
Petik—Dr. Kenneth Braun—Donna Phillipps—Adam 
Werner—Agnes Hosler—Kenny Knies —Larry Fergu-
son—Shane Wilkey—Caleb Philipps—Barb Leffert— 
Cathy Plump—Jeff Conway—George Carley—The men 
& women serving our country at home and aboard.  

����������	����
�������
�
�����
����
�������
������ �
������������	����
�������
�
�����
����
�������
������ �
������������	����
�������
�
�����
����
�������
������ �
������������	����
�������
�
�����
����
�������
������ �
��
������

�������	�����������
�������
��
������
�������

�������	�����������
�������
��
������
�������

�������	�����������
�������
��
������
�������

�������	�����������
�������
��
������
�� ���

�������������	�����������������	�����������������	�����������������	����� ���
����

WEEKDAY MASSES— if we have a weekday Funeral 
Mass in our tri-parish community our morning regular 
Mass will be cancelled for that day. Thank you 
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PENANCE SERVES—All times are CST  
Sun., March 21, 3:00 p.m., St. Nicholas, Santa Claus 
Tues. March 23, 7:00 p.m., St. Bernard, Rockport 
Thurs March  25, 7:00 p.m., St. Rupert, Red Brush 
Sun., March 28, 3:00 p.m.,  St. John, Newburgh 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Thursday , April 1st  

 6:30 pm SN 
Good Friday Services , April 2: 

 1:30 pm at SJ 
 3:00 pm at MHC 
 6:30 pm at SN 
Holy Saturday , April 3 
 8:00 pm at SJ 

PRACTICE SELF-FORGIVENESS – Don’t be too harsh 
and critical of yourself.  Spiritual growth comes slowly if 
you have too negative an opinion of yourself.  Repeat the 
“Forgiveness Prayer” often saying, “Lord, I forgive every-
one.  I forgive myself.  Lord, forgive me.  Lord, forgive us.” 
  

Third Sunday of Lent  
 

 As we get to the half-way point of Lent, we may 
be tempted to overconfidence:  “The first three weeks 
weren’t so hard.  I can go a few more weeks without the 
things I gave up.  And I’ve only committed a few sins; 
maybe I’ll go to confession right before Easter.”  If so, it 
might be a good idea to look at the second reading and 
the gospel.   

St. Paul says that anyone who is overconfident 
about their lack of sin “should take care not to fall.”  (1 Cor 
10:12)  He compares those people with the ones Moses 
brought through the desert.  In fact, many were punished 
because they were tempted to follow false gods or to com-
plain about the food and drink God provided them.  Could 
the same thing happen to us? 

One form of overconfidence is when we reject 
what we learned as children.  We may think: “I’m old 
enough to decide if I should go to church” or “I can take 
care of myself now; I don’t need God’s help.”  If these 
sound familiar because you have thought that way your-
self, Paul has a warning.  His analogy of the Rock follow-
ing the Hebrews in the desert refers to God’s constant 
presence to his people.  In the same way, he is present to 
us today.  But just as God was not pleased with those in 
the desert, he may not be pleased with us if we continue 
to ignore Him. 

That brings us to the gospel.  In the parable of the 
fig tree, the owner is not pleased—the tree has not pro-
duced any fruit.  Unlike the fig tree, God would be happy 
with any fruit we produce:  we could be generous to the 
poor, we could fight for the unborn child’s right to life, or 
we could simply teach our children how to pray.  Like the 
owner of the fig tree, God is patient, but we only have so 
much time.  So when do you plan to bear fruit? 
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Sun. March 7, 8:00 am Adam Gries  
                                             & Special Intentions 
Thu. March 11, 7:30 am Sylvan Meyer & 
                           Pete Meyer 
Sun. March 14, 8:00 am People of the Parish 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

3/9-Gene Stallman 3/10-Mike Jochim 3/11-Christine 
Schlachter 3/12-Vicki Keller, Alexis Schipp 3/13-Brandon 
Begle 3/14-Marcus Becher, Clayton Begle, Lora Lange 
3/15-Sara Dilger, Cindy Gogel, Samantha Jo Simon 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERVERS— A Special Thank You to all the servers who 
are continuing to serve and to the FOUR new servers!  
We really appreciate your talent.  We also want to thank 
Mike Koch and John Kern for teaching the new servers.  
Their help is immeasurable, as is the current servers 
input.  
 
WAY OF CROSS— Everyone is invited to attend 
the Way of the Cross on WEDNESDAY, March 
10, at 6:00 p.m. at Mary, Help of Christians.  The 
5th grade will lead the stations.  SUNDAY:  Feb. 
14, 6:00 p.m. held at St. Nicholas.   
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT MHC—   Thursday, 
March 11, following the 7:30 am Mass.  Closing with 
Benediction.  Spend one hour with Jesus in adoration! 
 
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION  is com-
ing up next weekend. Please be as generous as God is 
asking you to be. 
 
QUILTING— in the Parish Center lower level on Tues-
days 8:00 am-5:00 pm and Wednesdays 5:00 p.m.-8:00 
p.m.  If you have any questions, please call Dionne Kel-
ler at 937-4698. 
 

YEAR OF PRIESTS PRAYER THIS WEEK  
Dear God, we pray for all priests in our dio-
cese and throughout the world; that they 
may be holy, filled with fire of God’s love, 
and seek nothing but the greater glory of 
God and the salvation of Souls.  We also 
repeat this prayer for ourselves and every-

one of the whole world.  Amen. 

MARY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS  
OUR GIFT TO GOD 

 

Feb. 21, 2010   
 

Sunday/Holy Day  $1,534.00 
 

Total                           Thank you $1,534.00 
 

Budget amt. needed $2,015.00 
Actual vs Budget                                       ($481.00) 
Year to Date ($2,569.49) 
 

Propagation of Faith                                       63.00 
Ash Wed. Kairos Collection                          186.84 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE :  Feb. 21 (231) 
 
CHURCH RENOVATION PLEDGES  
Parishioner Balance $12,795.00  
Diocese Loan $26,500.00 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS  
Please find a replacement , if you are unable to attend Mass. 
 
 
 

March 14, 8:00 pm   
Servers:  8th Grade Participants 
Lectors:  8th Grade Participants 
Eucharist: Alyssa Begle, Clint Buechler, 
        Bernida Jochim, Christine Schlachter 
Rosary:  8th Grade Participants   
Ushers:  8th Grade Participants 
Gift Bearers:  8th Grade Participants 
Greeters :  8th Grade Participants 
Money Counters :  Kenny and Luanna Wessel 

 
����

NEW FAMILIES IN OUR PARSH —  
We are very pleased to welcome two new families: Tim 
and Jodi Fetter and George and Henrietta Oser.  Let us 
warmly greet them and pray with them in the presence of 
the Lord. 
 
NEWSLETTER —If anyone has any information they 
would like in the April, May, and June Newsletter, please 
call the office at 937-4326 or send an email: 
mhc@psci.net, subject: mhc.  Deadline for newsletter is 
Monday, March 8.  
 
DATE CHANGE:  FR. BILL WARGEL SCRIPTURE 
STUDY— There will now be a study on March 8 and not 
on March 29.  New dates:  March 8, 15, and 22.   
 
“God is love and his love is the secret of our happ i-
ness.  To enter into this mystery of love there is no 
other way than that of losing ourselves, giving our -
selves, the way of the cross.”  
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       Weekend February 21, 2010 

 

Sunday / Holyday  02/21/2010             $   3,386.00 
Children's Envelopes                                            20.10 
Total Weekend           THANK YOU        $   3,406. 10 
 

Budget amt. needed      $  3,798.08 
 

Building Fund  (02/21/2010)  Thank You      $    125.00 
Lenten Collection                 $      298.79 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE :               February     (20)   199        
                  (21)     70 
            LITURGICAL MINISTERS  

 

Saturday         March 13th,  2010  4:00 pm  
   
Lectors:       Jackie Berg, Mary Gogel 
Eucharist:     Marsha Cooper, John Payne 
  Mary Lou Gonzales, Terry Dicus 
Ushers:          Dan Fischer, Mike Gogel 
  Joe Gonzales, Jimmy Strobel 
Servers:        Sam Brandle, Angelica Morrison 
Greeters:  Nikki & Hunter Crews 
 

Sunday         March 14th, 2010  6:30 am     
 

Lectors:        George Nord, Joe Nord  
Eucharist:     Pam Moesner, Pat Crews, Albert Nord 
Ushers:          Denny Breivogel, Roger Kern 
Server:  Ali Nord  
Greeter:          Fred & Pat Crews 
 
 

I, and my entire family, thank you  for your prayers, 
cards, gifts, food and kind words after my 
father’s (Maurice J. Buechlein) death. He had 
a beautiful, peaceful, holy death and your 
prayers helped us through a very painful time. 

God will surely bless each of you for your kindness and 
genuine concern. My church family is simply awesome. 
Thank you.  Mary S. Gogel (known as “Sue” to my dad) 

 
THE FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH 

 
 

The feast day of St. Joseph is Friday, March 19th  and a 
mass will be celebrated that evening at 5:00 PM; how-
ever, we will celebrate his feast as our Parish Patron on 
Sunday, March 21st with a bi-lingual Mass at 11:30 
AM.  All St. Joseph parishioners are invited to attend.  
We will have a catered appreciation meal in the Parish 
Center immediately following the Mass.  All are invited.  
In order to have an idea of how many meals to order 
please either call the office (937-2200) or write on a slip 
of paper the number of reservations for your family and 
put in the stewardship basket at Mass by March 15th.  
The parish will furnish the complete dinner and we ask 
that desserts be brought in by parishioners. On your res-
ervation ticket or when you call the office please let us 
know what dessert you plan to bring.  This is a big cele-
bration.  We will also celebrate paying off our church 
mortgage during this event.  Please plan to come.  

MASS MEMORIALS  
       

Sat.  March 6th,  2010  
4:00 pm Mass   ~   Joe Fritz 

 We Also Remember:  Mary Heichelbech 1939    
Merlyn Elliott 1984 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AFTER MASS  
 

Sun. March 7th, 2010      
6:30 am Mass  ~  Thomas Chappel 

We Also Remember:  Cletus Hohl 1988  -  Emil Brenner 1991 
Cecilia Lindauer 1920  -  Mary Matilda Martin 2009  -  Dora Schum 1985 

 

�� VOCATION  PRAYER��  
Loren & Mary Ann Kaetzel 

  

 Hispanic Mass  
10:30 am Hispanic Mass  ~  For the People 

Rev. Gene Heerdink, Celebrant 
 

 Wednesday March 10th, 2010  
6:00 pm   Mass ~   Gerhard “Tony” Kluemper 

We Also Remember:   Bernard Bumm 1938, Richard Wahl 1965 
Anthony Jochim 1980 

 

  Sat.  March 13th, 2010 Vigil:  
4:00 pm Mass ~   Hilbert Schaefer  

We Also Remember: Virginia Lindauer 1979, Leo Sergesketter 1988   
Elmer Grundhoefer 1984  -  Gerald LaGrange 2009 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) 
 

Sun. March 14th, 2010  
 6:30 am  ~  Anna Ranger  

We Also Remember:   Julia Jasinski 1991  -  Florian Halbleib 1952 
Inez Elliott 1998  -  Doyle McIntosh 2000 

 
�� VOCATION  PRAYER��  
Mark & Phyllis Schaefer  

  
FIRST COMMUNION  FOR ST. JOSEPH 

SECOND GRADERS  
 will be held on 

    SATURDAY, APRIL 24 AT 4:00PM.     
 

PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE – MASS 
AND FIRST COMMUNION WILL BE CELE-
BRATED AT 4:00PM – NOT 5:00PM.   This 
is a change from what was printed in    

              the February Newsletter  
 

Ladies Sodality News  
The Ladies Sodality again has books and order blanks in 
the back of church in the Narthex for anyone who would 
like to order Stanley Products .  Please turn in your orders 
with the payment into the office or call Ridy Schaefer at 
937-2430 by March 15th.  

                           
********REMEMBER OUR LENTEN FISH FRY********  

MARCH 12TH — Parish Center— 4:30- 7:00 PM  
MENU:  Adult Meal:  Fish, Creek Fries, Peaches, Green Beans, 

Roll & Drink  —  $8 per plate. 
Kids Meal:  Fish Sandwich OR PB&J Sandwich,  

Chips and Drink  —  $4 per plate 
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February 21, 2010 

Sunday/Holy Day                                  $ 5,983.35  
Children’s  Envelope                                     26.85    
                                    
Total                          Thank you         $  6,010.20 
 
Budget amt. needed                                 4,300.00                                
Actual vs Budget                                $  1,710.20 
 
Year to Date corrected amount         -   6,689.63 
 
Building & Maintenance                                145.00 
STVDP          100.00 
Haiti Envelopes                                             100.00 
ASH WEDNESDAY                                        50.00 
Easter Flowers         223.00     
�
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

MARCH 14, Mass 10:00 am  
If you are unable to attend Mass, it is your responsibility to find  a 

replacement. 
 
Greeters: Bob & Sylvia Seger 
Servers: Madison Fella, Zach Tischendorf 
  Miranda Miller, Claire Brinkman 
Ushers: Jarid Hirt* Tyler Hirt 
  Dan Pitt, Damon Wahl 
  Devon Wahl, Phillip Wahl 
Gifts:  John & Tracy Buechlein Family  
Lectors: Mack Seed, Lee Ringeman 
Eucharistic: Sylvia Seger, Sarah Alvey 
  Barb Kane, Agnes Titzer 
  Beth Hirt 
Clow Leaders:  Tapley & Susnjara    
 

 
 
 
FIRST COMMUNION— will be 
April 25th during the 10:00 am 
Mass here at St. Nicholas. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
RICE BOWLS— are located at the back of 
church along with daily mediation books for 
your Lenten journey. Help yourself! 
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Sun. March 7,  
10:00 am Mass Elizabeth Brady  
Tues. March 9,  
10:00 am Mass Helen Wilhite  
Fri. March 12,  
7:30 am Morning Prayer Service 
5:00 pm Evening Mass For the People 
Sun. March 14,  
10:00 am Mass Arch Drury  
                          

                             
NSCAC COLLECTION— will be today March at all three 
parishes. The Community Center is need of juices for the 
month of March and will always accept monetary dona-
tions. 

 
 
APPLICATIONS— for the Sister Mary Terrance & Sister 
Elaine Scholarship will be available after March 1, 2010 at 
Heritage Hills guidance counselors office or St. Nicholas 
office. Applicants must be members of St. Nicholas par-
ish.  
 
HAITI ENVELOPES— are located at the back of church 
at all three parishes. Compliments of OUR SUNDAY VIS-
TOR. If you would like to support the Haitians please fill 
out a envelope out completely  and we will send it to 
Catholic Relief Services.  
 
MINISTRY SCHEDULE—A new ministry schedule will be 
coming out for April and May.  If you have any changes in 
your schedule or would like to be added as a minister, 
please contact Stella.(544-2239 or blitzen@psci.net) or 
the office. (937-2385). 
 
QUILTING— in the lower level on Tuesdays from 9:00 am 
–12:30 pm  and from 1:00 pm—4:00 pm. Come join us! 
 

CHILDREN’S EASTER EGG HUNT— will be 
held on Holy Saturday, April 3rd from 10:00 
am —11:30 am. For ages 0-4th grade. Color-
ing contest, pictures with Easter Bunny, and 
snacks will be available. Please bring your 
own basket and join in on the fun! Sponsored 
by the 5th and 6th grade Faith Formation 
classes.  

 
MASS MEMORIALS— if you have a loved one who has 
passed away or would like to have a mass read in 
Thanksgiving please call the office or stop in after a week-
day mass and schedule a mass memorial with the office.  
 
EYE GLASSES— if you have a old pair of glasses or 
even a broken pair of glasses the Outreach Commission 
is collecting for Haiti. Please drop unwanted glasses in 
the basket in the back of church. Thank you for your Sup-
port! 



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF ST. JOSEPH, MARY, HELP OF CHR ISTIANS, & ST. NICHOLAS  
 
DATE CHANGE:  FR. BILL WARGEL SCRIPTURE STUDY — There will be scripture study on March 8, 15, and 22.  
There will not be a study held on March 29. 
 
CENTRAL DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS —Sunday, March 14.  Remember to turn your clocks forward one hour 
before you go to bed on Saturday, March 13  
 
SENIOR LUNCH AT ST. NICK— on March 19th has been cancelled. Please support the Lenten Dinners starting at 
4:00 pm at SN and 4:30 pm SJ on the following dates: March 5th at SN, March 12th at SJ, March 19th at SN, March 26th 
SJ. 
EASTER FLOWERS COLLECTION—   You are once again invited to share in the Easter decorations by a donation in 
memory of a loved one.  Please fill out the Easter Flower offering envelope and place it in the collection Basket on or 
before March 22. (Deadline for Tri-Parish). 
 
BLOOD DRIVE— our next blood drive will be held at St. Joseph Parish Center on March 28 from 8:00 am –12:00 pm. 
St. Joseph has agreed to host the March Blood Drive because St. Nicholas will need the lower level for the Procession 
for Palm Sunday. St. Nicholas will host the May Blood Drive. Thank you for your support!! 
 
WALK TO JERUSALEM— Our Health Ministry teams from St. Nicholas, MHC and St. Joseph Parish invite you to  join 
this Lenten meditation journey as our 3 parish community attempts to walk the 6,355 mile from Spencer Co. to Jerusa-
lem Good Friday. With the cold weather, it will take a lot of us moving together toward that goal.  Remember 20min. of 
aerobic exercise counts as 1 mile walking.  Packets with instructions and weekly meditations relating to the Stations of 
The Cross will remain available at the back of each church throughout the season of Lent .  Sign up and record your 
miles at either of the 3 parishes.  Snow Bunnies, take your pkt. with you and call or email your miles to any parish. Con-
tact Karen Claise 544-3840, Mary Sue Johnson 544-2554, Etta Begle 937-4902, or Rita Uebelhor 544-2885 for any 
questions.                                  WE HAVE WALKED 376.16 MILES SO FAR!  
 
 
DINNER FOR EIGHT— don’t forget about the insert that was in the bulletin last week for the two Dinner for Eight gather-
ings. The dates are April 10th & June 12th. If you would like to participate please call or email Pam Schatz 544-3886 
pbee800@aol.com or Charlene Hess 544-2040 hesshome@psci.net ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 
YOUTH INFORMATION FOR OUR PARISHES 
 

****MOVIE TIME TODAY**** 
MARY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS, ST. NICHOLAS, & ST. JOSEP H-- All 4th, 5th, and 6th grades are invited to come to 
the annual pizza, movie, and popcorn event at St. Joseph Parish Center starting at 3:30 pm and will come to a close at 
5:30 pm. Don't forget your blankets and pillows!  

ADMISSION CANNED FOOD ITEM!!! 
 
 
FAITH FORMATION -- FAITH, FAMILY, FUN DAY – APRIL 1 1, 2010—A Tri-Parish event is being held Sunday after-
noon, April 11 beginning at 1:00PM at St. Joe’s Parish Center.  The black light puppet show -- “PLUG INTO THE 
POWER OF GOD” -- with its nearly life-sized glow in the dark puppets will kick-off the afternoon!  FREE PONY RIDES 
will follow the show provided by the Catholic Youth Camp – Camp Ondessonk.   SIX THEME GIFT BASKETS will be 
given away including restaurant gift certificates in the “Cravings” basket, movie passes in the “Movies” basket, Holiday 
World tickets in the “Summer Fun”  basket, four passes to Fuzzies in Jasper in the “Games” basket and in the “Sports ” 
basket -- tickets to the Dubois County Bombers, a brand new Rawlings Official Hardball, NCAA Pro Football, MacGregor 
Basketball, MacGregor Soccer Ball, Wilson Tennis Balls, Maxfli Noodle Golf Balls, 12 practice golf balls and a Spalding 
Air Pump to keep all your sports gear aired up!  Invite the entire family to “Plug into the Power of God” by spending Sun-
day afternoon, April 11 with your friends at St. Joe!  Hosted by St. Joseph Faith Formation Commission 
 
"THERE IS AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY THIS SUMMER FOR BO TH HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH AND FOR ADULTS 
INTERESTED IN MINISTERING TO YOUNG PEOPLE.  The program is held at the University of Notre Dame and is 
called ND Vision.  Your interest or participation in this program as an adult does not commit you to youth ministry at the 
parish. However, if you've ever been curious about youth ministry, check this program out.  Go to:  www.vision.nd.edu/
Welcome_to_Notre_Dame_Vision/Home.html. I plan to participate and would love to have several adults from our parish 
participate with me.  I may even have an opportunity to help in underwriting our costs.  Please read the information on 
this link I've provided and email me at kriffert@evdio.org if you think you might want to participate with me!"  
                                                                      Thanks, Kristel 


